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Chinese firm in San Francisco. His job carried him up and 
down the state of California and he became well-known 4m most 
of the Oriental merchants in the state, ~eurt Arter six years 
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week they now come in about once in “two weeks, also, that most ee 
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CHOY KIM, a Korean, 37 years oid as n America for 24 


years. Born in the city eae sates in China he came over 
to America with his father in the year 1912 on the steam- 
ship Tenyo Maru,a Japanese liner. Mr. Kim's father pre- 
vious to coming over with his es 1912, has been working 
in America as a house-cook for a family in Sacramento for 
seven years, and prior to that had worked for another 
family in San Francisco for a year. Mr. Kim's father’ in- 
ee in bringing Mr. Kim over to America was so that 

he could get a good education. For six years following 
his arrival in this country Mr. Kim attended school in 

San Francisco- but when his father passed away in 1919 
leaving him just a little money- Mr. Kim was left to make 
his own living. Mr. Kimsfirst job was that of selling an 
herb that originally came from Korea, for a Chinese firm 

in San Francisco. His job carried him up and down the 
state of California and he became well-known by most of 

the Oriental merchants in the statet~but after six years 

of selling herbs and not making as much money as expected 
Mr. Kim decided to try other fields to earn a living. 
Liking the barber trade he became an apprentice to a Korean 
barber in San Francisco. After a year of apprenticeship 
Mr. Kim,with the money he saved as a salesman opened a shop 
of his own; Business became so good that within two years 
he had two other Korean barbers working for him. Mr. Kim now 


still We a shop on Clay St. with one barber working with 


him. Mr. Kim stateythat during the present depression he 
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has just been able to make things come out about even-- 
with the prices of haircutting, shampoo and shave being 
cut.down until there is hardly “any profit in it. For 
examples-price of haircut use to be sixty-five cents 
now it is only forty cents, shave thirty-five now eut 
down to twenty-five cents, and etc. Mr. Kim claims 
that whereas customers use to come about once a week 
they now come in about onee in two weeksr~-also that 
most of the customers new instead of having their 
shampoos and shaves done by their barbers now do it 
themselves at home and tips which he used to get often, 


he scarcely get at all now. 
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